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TO  THE 

RIGHT  WORSHIPFUL  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN 
AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  HEREFORD 

The  Annual  Report  here  presented  deals  with  the  health  of 
the  City  and  the  activities  of  the  Health  Department  in  the  year 
1956. 

It  has  been  prepared  jointly  by  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  myself  ; and  the  City  Surveyor  has  provided  the 
paragraphs  on  water  supply,  sewerage,  public  cleansing  and 
salvage. 

The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the  mid-year  population 
was  33,190.  This  represents  an  increase  of  370  on  the  figure  for 
the  previous  year.  The  average  number  of  persons  per  occupied 
house  was  3.35.  The  corresponding  figure  for  the  year  1955  was 
3.38. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  as  having  occurred 
within  the  City  was  534,  a decrease  of  10  on  the  figure  for  the 
previous  year,  but  30  more  than  the  1954  total.  Births  taking 
place  at  maternity  units  within  the  City  are  not  included  in  these 
figures  if  the  parents  are  ordinarily  resident  in  other  districts. 
Of  the  534  live  births,  28  were  illegitimate.  There  were  25  such  in 
the  previous  year.  Still  births  numbered  16,  one  more  than  in 
1955. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Nineteen  infants  (12  males  and  7 females)  died  before  reaching 
the  age  of  12  months.  Of  these,  14  (10  males  and  4 females)  lived 
less  than  one  month.  The  19  deaths  represent  an  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  of  35.6  per  1,000  live  births.  The  corresponding 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  23.8,  the  lowest  ever  recorded  for 
the  country.  Particulars  regarding  each  death  are  set  out  on  page 
32,  and  the  essential  fact  revealed  is  that,  together,  prematurity 
and  congenital  malformation  bring  about  the  death  of  well  over 
half  of  the  infants  who  survived  for  less  than  one  year  and  prac- 
tically all  of  those  dying  before  attaining  the  age  of  one  month. 

Coronary  Disease  of  the  Heart  (Angina). 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  table  of  causes  of  death  at  all 
ages,  set  out  on  page  30,  that  the  principal  cause  of  death  was 
disease  affecting  the  blood  circulation.  In  many  cases  this 
is  a terminal  condition  arising  in  persons  of  advanced  years  or 
during  the  course  of  illness  due  to  other  diseases.  Thus  it  is  of  less 
significance  than  is  the  occurrence  of  the  58  cases  of  coronary 
disease  of  the  heart  (angina)  that  had  a fatal  outcome  during  the 
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year.  The  records  of  causes  of  death  that  are  available  for  the 
years  prior  to  1950  show  that  deaths  under  this  heading  were 
much  fewer.  In  1946  there  were  7,  in  1947,  12,  and  in  1948,  20 
deaths.  The  23  recorded  in  1950  had  risen  to  40  in  1953  ; and 
as  I have  already  said,  the  total  for  1956  was  58.  It  is  clear  that  a 
situation  in  which  there  is  such  a rapid  rise  in  fatal  attacks  of 
coronary  disease  of  the  heart  (angina)  warrants  close  attention. 

In  the  past  the  importance  of  angina  lay  in  the  fact  that  it  was 
regarded  as  striking,  principally,  men  in  their  prime,  frequently 
without  previous  warning,  and  often  men  in  key  positions  in  bus- 
iness, in  industry  and  in  certain  professions.  However,  inspection 
of  the  entries  on  the  death  certificates  of  these  58  cases  reveals  that 
more  than  half  of  them  were  persons  aged  70  years  and  over,  and 
that  of  these  aged  persons,  elderly  females  predominated  to  the 
extent  of  being  nearly  double  the  number  of  males.  On  the  other 
hand  under  the  age  of  55  years  there  were  5 deaths  of  men  from 
this  disease,  but  only  one  woman. 

Neither  the  increase  in  the  numbers  of  persons  resident  in  the 
city  (an  1,820  increase  since  1946),  nor  the  relative  ageing  of  the 
population  are  sufficient  to  account  for  the  rapid  rise  in  the  deaths 
from  this  disease  during  the  last  10  years  ; and  there  is  no  col- 
lateral evidence  that  there  has  been  an  alteration  subsequent  to 
1950  as  compared  with  earlier  years,  in  the  physical  changes  in 
the  heart  or  elsewhere  that  bring  about  the  deaths  of  aged  persons. 

It  would  appear  therefore  that  the  sharp  rise  in  the  Registrar 
General’s  returns  reflects  either  more  precise  and  detailed  cer- 
tification of  causes  of  death  by  doctors,  or  a change  in  the  record 
keeping  system  used  by  the  Registrar  General. 

Nevertheless  the  occurrence  of  angina  pectoris  in  degrees 
short  of  causing  death  is  on  the  increase.  Considerable  research 
is  therefore  proceeding  in  this  country  and  in  the  United  States 
into  its  causes  and  prevention.  This  research  is  beginning  to  bear 
fruit,  but  meantime  there  is  much  that  persons  of  middle  age  can 
do  for  self-protection  against  coronary  disease.  The  action  they 
should  take  is  also  likely  to  promote  improved  general  health  and 
to  impart  a sense  of  physical  well-being  such  as  many  persons  in 
their  forties  and  later  appear  to  regard  as  being  lost  to  them  for 
ever  with  the  passage  of  the  years  of  youth.  Regular  physical 
exercise,  a diet  which,  though  adequate  and  well-balanced,  borders 
on  the  abstemious,  especially  in  relation  to  fats  ; care  in  keeping 
one’s  weight  at  about  the  level  it  was  when  around  age  25  years  ; 
moderation  in  the  use  of  tobacco  ; and  the  cultivation  of  a frame 
of  mind  that  is  opposed  to  worry  and  that  reduces  to  the  minimum 
the  periods  of  prolonged  mental  tension  that  the  pace  of  modern 
life  forces  on  many  of  us — these,  together  with  a regular  periodical 
medical  examination  and  subsequent  treatment  where  indicated, 
constitute,  in  the  light  of  present-dajr  knowledge,  our  principal 
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safeguard  ; and  they  offer  our  best  hope  for  the  lowering  of  the 
occurrence  of  this  disease  in  the  community  which  during  recent 
years  has  become  an  important  source  of  ill-health  and  incapacity 
in  men  between  the  ages  of  40  and  60. 

Cancer  of  the  Lungs. 

Much  has  been  written  recently  on  the  increased  occurrence  of 
cancer  of  the  lungs  in  Britain  ; and  on  the  evidence,  obtained 
mainly  from  statistical  investigation,  that  there  is,  in  many  cases, 
a causal  connection  between  this  disease  and  cigarette  smoking. 
There  are  other  factors,  but  they  have  been  shown  to  be  of  less 
significance.  Further  research  is  proceeding.  Deaths  of  Hereford 
City  residents  from  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  rose  consider- 
ably during  1956.  There  were  eighteen.  In  the  previous  year, 
eight  occurred,  and,  during  the  eight-year  period  from  1948,  the 
total  each  year  fluctuated  around  7 and  8.  Though  it  is  obvious 
that  we  are  sharing  in  the  increased  incidence  recorded  throughout 
Britain,  it  is  too  early  in  1957  for  one  to  be  certain  that  the  increase 
for  1956  is  being  continued  into  this  year.  Nevertheless,  statisticians 
reckon  that  the  coming  years  will  reveal  a still  greater  general 
incidence  in  England  and  Wales  and  that  before  the  end  of  the 
century  a million  people,  the  majority  while  still  in  the  prime  of 
life,  will  die  prematurely  because  of  cancer  of  the  lungs.  In  view  of 
this  and  of  the  evidence  that  has  accrued  that  the  principal  factor 
in  the  occurrence  of  this  form  of  cancer  is  irritation  of  the  lungs  and 
bronchial  tubes  by  tobacco  smoke,  special  responsibility  rests  on  all 
who  use  cigarettes  not  only  to  protect  their  own  lungs  from,  the 
carcinogenic  action  of  tobacco  smoke  by  stopping  or  reducing 
consumption,  but  also  to  refrain  from  polluting  the  air  in  rooms 
and  halls  that  is  likely  to  be  breathed  by  persons  who  do  not  smoke, 
and  whom  those  who  do  smoke  are  subjecting  unnecessary  to  a 
risk  of  premature  death — a risk  which  though  much  less  than  that 
run  by  smokers,  is  nevertheless  believed  to  be  real. 

Even  though  there  are  persons  who  attempt  to  discount  the 
value  of  the  research  work  that  has  demonstrated  the  connection 
between  cigarette  smoking  and  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  who  ask  for 
more  evidence,  it  would,  in  view  of  the  gravity  of  the  disease  to 
those  in  whom  it  develops,  and  of  the  increasing  incidence  through- 
out Britain,  be  but  wise  for  some  preliminary  action  to  be  taken. 
Public  opinion  could  surely  demand  that  the  haze  of  cigarette 
smoke  through  which  we  have  become  accustomed  to  view  the 
screens  in  our  cinemas  and  which  patrons  breathe  continuously 
for  two  or  three  hours  at  a time,  should  be  stopped.  It  is  for- 
bidden in  cinemas  in  New  Zealand  ; similar  action  could  and 
should  be  taken  in  Britain. 

In  quite  a number  of  industries  smoking  is  forbidden  in  the 
actual  place  of  work.  There  should  be  a wide,  extension  of  the 
nb-smoking'  rule, ; by  ’ voluntary  action  preferably,  to  'many  other  - 


places  of  employment  so  that  eventually  it  should  become  accepted 
practice  not  to  smoke  except  when  off  duty.  The  natural  ventil- 
lation  in  many  offices  in  old  buildings  is  poor,  and  it  is  barely 
adequate  in  more  modern  buildings,  even  in  some  owned  by 
wealthy  companies.  It  requires  little  observation  or  imagination 
to  perceive  that,  where  smoking  is  permitted,  and  it  usually  is, 
the  members  of  the  staff  may  be  breathing  cigarette  smoke  almost 
without  cessation,  as  now  some  and  now  others  light  up,  during 
the  greater  part  of  their  working  lives. 

The  Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

The  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  provides  us  with  an  opportunity  to 
take  action  to  curtail  the  discharge  of  smoke  from  fires  in  domestic 
and  other  premises  in  the  City.  Though  Hereford  is  a clean, 
beautiful  country  town,  observation  from  high  points  around,  will, 
under  certain  atmospheric  conditions,  reveal  the  presence  of  a pall 
of  smoke  hanging  over  us.  This  smoke  is  principally  domestic  in 
origin,  and  it  is  deleterious  to  health.  An  application  by  us  for 
the  declaration  of  a Smoke  Control  area  under  this  Act  is  not 
likely  to  be  welcomed  at  this  time  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  in  view  of  the  very  much  greater  needs  of  other 
towns  throughout  the  country  and  of  the  prevailing  shortage  of 
smokeless  fuels.  Nevertheless  we  have  made  a start  in  the 
direction  of  ensuring  cleaner  air  by  adopting  a building  byelaw 
which  makes  it  obligatory  for  fireplaces  capable  of  burning  smoke- 
less fuels  or  of  smokeless  operation  to  be  provided  in  all  houses 
built  after  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  byelaw. 

Slum  Clearance  Programme. 

The  Council’s  proposals  for  slum  clearance  involving  550 
dwellings  was  the  subject  of  a letter  received  from  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  at  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  It 
appeared  that  the  Minister  was  of  the  opinion  that  our  present  rate 
of  new  house  construction,  apart  from  proposals  for  increasing  the 
programme,  was  such  that  the  removal  of  all  slum  property  could 
be  accomplishedin  less  than  the  10  years  stated  in  our  original  propo- 
sals. He  therefore  considered  that  the  period  should  be  reduced 
to  7 years.  The  Council  subsequently  decided  not  to  raise 
objection  to  the  Minister’s  proposed  modification. 

The  form  of  the  report  follows,  in  general,  but  with  some 
minor  modifications,  that  used  during  recent  years  ; and  it  is 
hoped  that  those  who  are  interested  in  the  public  health  activities 
of  the  City  Council  will  find  the  contents  interesting  and 
illuminating. 

I.  F.  MACKENZIE, 

Public  Health  Department,  Medical  Officer  of  Health . 

Town  Hall, 

Hereford. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Registrar-General’s  Estimated  Mid-year  Popula 
tion  

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 


Vital  Statistics 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Live  Births- 

—Legitimate 

249 

257 

506 

Illegitimate 

17 

11 

28 

Still  Births- 

-Legitimate 

...  ...  I 0 

5 

15 

Illegitimate 

• • • « * # 

1 

1 

Deaths 

« • • • • • 

191 

193 

384 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of 

age — (Legitimate) 

12 

• • • • • • JL  JmJ 

n 

/ 

19 

(Illegitimate) 

• • • * • ♦ 

— 

Nil 

Puerperal  Morbidity. — 

-There  were  4 cases  of  puerperal 

pyrexia. 

5,031  acres 


33,190 
9,891 
£309,294 
£1,214  7s.  8d. 


RATES  FOR  HEREFORD  CITY  AND  FOR  ENGLAND  AND 

WALES 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  population)  ...  ...  16.1 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...  15.7 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  ...  29.1 

Still  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  23.0 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  population)  ...  ...  11.6 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  11.7 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  births)  ...  ...  35.6 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  23.8 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  work  on  the  reconstruction  of  the  River  Intake  and  the 
installation  of  new  pumping  plant  at  the  lower  station  were 
substantially  completed  during  the  year  and  the  Intake,  in  its 
reconstructed  form,  and  including  the  new  band  screen,  put  into 
operation.  The  only  work  now  remaining  to  be  done  to  complete 
the  contract  is  the  building  of  the  small  super-structure  at  the 
River  Intake.  The  advantages  of  this  modern  Intake  and 
pumping  plant  are  very  apparent  in  the  operation  of  the  works. 

The  next  instalment  of  the  development  of  the  undertaking 
has  been  pursued  with  the  Ministry  during  the  year  but  progress 
with  these  negotiations  has  been  more  than  usually  slow,  possibly 
because  of  the  Department’s  pre-occupation  with  the  Water 
Board  proposals.  The  latest  development  has  been  a visit  by  one 
of  the  Ministry’s  Inspectors  to  discuss  certain  technical  aspects  of 
the  proposals  and  it  is  believed  that  all  his  questions  were  answered 
satisfactorily  and  that  we  may  hope  for  an  early  approval  to  the 
proposals  which  involve,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £26,600,  the 
resiting  and  reorganisation  of  the  pumping  plant  at  the  upper 
works,  the  construction  of  an  additional  clear  water  well,  the 
introduction  of  new  chlorinating  apparatus  and  the  laying  of 
considerable  lengths  of  new  trunk  and  distribution  mains.  One  of 
the  incidental  adjustments  which  will  arise  from  this  proposal  is 
that  the  College  Booster  will  no  longer  be  required. 

Again  there  is  nothing  to  report  on  the  diesel  generation  of 
electricity,  but  the  Council  have  not  finally  decided  against  this 
possibility  for  the  future. 

The  distribution  side  of  the  undertaking  has  been  extended  in 
respect  of  Council  and  Private  Housing  development  as  follows  : 

Tupsley  Estate — 6"  and  4" 

Redhill  Estate — 4"  and  3". 

Lichfield  Avenue — 4". 

Holmer,  Nr.  Copelands  4". 

Upper  Ledbury  Road — 3". 

Moreland  Avenue — 4". 

Green  Lanes  Estate — 4". 

The  above  work  has  of  course  involved  the  laying  of  a large 
number  of  service  connections  and  additionally,  a further  112 
services  have  been  laid. 

The  department  has  also  been  involved  in  the  laying  of  6",  4" 
and  3"  mains  to  complete  the  high  pressure  water  supply  in  the 
Cattle  Market,  temporary  supplies  were  provided  for  the  Three 
Counties  Show  held  at  the  Racecourse,  further  main  laying  works 
have  been  carried  out  at  the  Sewage  Works  and  the  hydrant 
conversion  scheme  has  been  completed.  The  total  number  of 
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hydrants  which  have  been  converted  during  the  period  of  this 
operation  has  been  469  and  it  is  a matter  for  satisfaction  that  the 
City  can  now  claim  to  be  equipped  in  the  most  modern  fashion  with 
hydrants.  The  value  of  the  installation  not  only  lies  in  the  ad- 
vantage to  the  Fire  Service,  but  what  is  more  important,  the 
modern  type  of  hydrant  makes  it  virtually  impossible  for  any  form 
of  pollution  to  enter  the  main  at  these  points,  whereas  the  old  type 
ball  hydrant  has  been  suspect  in  this  direction  for  many  years. 

A further  important  function  of  the  undertaking  which  has 
been  developed  during  the  year  is  the  waste  water  detection 
system  which  is  now  operating  most  effectively.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  value  of  this  service  to  the  undertaking  is  extremely 
high  and  it  may  be  recalled  that  one  of  the  criticisms  made  at  the 
time  of  the  survey  of  water  supplies  in  the  County  by  the  Ministry 
was  the  lack  of  an  efficient  detection  system  in  the  City.  This 
criticism  can  no  longer  be  levelled  at  the  City  undertaking. 

Bacteriological  Examinations 

City  Supply 

Ninety-two  samples  of  the  treated  water  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination.  Reports  on  the  samples  are 
submitted  to  the  Health  Committee  monthly. 

R.A.F.  Supply,  Credenhill 

Twelve  check  samples  were  taken  throughout  the  year. 
Streptococci  and  coliform  bacilli  were  absent  in  all  twelve  samples. 

The  result  of  a chemical  analysis  is  given  below  : 

pH  value  = 7.45. 

Chemical  Analysis  Parts  per  1,000,000 


Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.026 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.112 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16.0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  and  Nitrites  ...  ...  ...  0.2 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  at  80°F.  in 

4 hours 1.2 

Total  Solids  dried  at  100°C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  160 

Nitrite  Absent 

Free  Chlorine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.02 


Appearance  ...  ...  ...  Bright,  few  small  particles 

The  above  results  show  that  this  water  is  chemically  of 
satisfactory  quality  and,  in  its  present  condition,  safe  for  use  for 
drinking  purposes. 

[Signed)  Bostock,  Hill  and  Rigby, 

Public  Analysts. 

All  premises  in  the  City,  with  the  exception  of  7 houses 
supplied  from  wells,  receive  the  supply  direct  from  the  Corporation 
water  mains. 
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PUBLIC  BATHS 

The  water  in  the  swimming  pool  is  filtered  and  chlorinated. 
As  a routine,  samples  of  the  water  are  sent  for  bacteriological 
examination  monthly.  Streptococci  were  absent  in  all  the 
samples,  but  coliform  bacilli  were  present  in  two  samples.  Contact 
was  made  with  the  Baths  Superintendent  and  subsequent  samples 
proved  satisfactory. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  first  stage  of  the  Northern  Area.  Sewer  has  now  been 
completed  with  the  laying  of  a 57 " diameter  pipe,  from  the 
Sewage  Works  to  a point  where  the  Old  Eign  sewer  is  now  diverted 
to  the  Outfall  Works  instead  of  discharging  direct  to  the  river 
opposite  the  Old  Whalebone  Inn. 

This  has  relieved  the  sewerage  system  in  the  north  western 
part  of  the  City  as  it  has  now  been  possible  to  lower  the  storm 
overflow  weirs  in  Grandstand  Road  and  Newtown  Road,  and  to 
construct  a new  overflow  in  Holmer  Road. 

Following  investigations  carried  out  and  recommendations 
made  by  a consultant  biochemist  six  extra  sludge  drying  beds 
have  been  constructed,  and  two  of  the  existing  storm  water  tanks 
converted  to  form  additional  sludge  digestion  capacity.  This 
work  together  with  a revised  cycle  of  operations  to  deal  with 
supernatant  liquor  should  lead  to  an  improved  final  effluent  and 
also  obviate  unpleasant  odours. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

Particulars  of  types  and  usage  of  Sanitary  Conveniences  at 
dwellings  and  other  premises  — 

Number  of  dwellings  using  pail  closets  ...  ...  40 

Number  of  other  premises  using  pail  closets  ...  7 

Number  of  dwellings  with  one  W.C.  to  two  houses  126 

Number  of  dwellings  with  one  W.C.  to  three  or 

more  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

The  premises  using  the  conservancy  system  are  not  served  by 
the  City  sewerage  system. 

All  other  premises  in  the  City  are  provided  with  water  closets 
and  in  the  case  of  dwellings  have  separate  use  of  a convenience. 

In  the  main  the  houses  having  common  conveniences  are  old 
properties  and  may  be  subject  to  action  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

There  are  no  waste  water  closets  in  the  City. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SALVAGE 

This  service  has  continued  to  function  without  any  major 
changes  but  perhaps  one  or  two  matters  might  be  commented 
upon.  First  of  all,  it  is  becoming  increasingly  apparent,  with  all 
the  additional  housing  development  which  has  taken  place  since 
the  last  occasion  when  the  collecting  service  was  reorganised,  that  a 
sixth  freighter  and  collecting  gang  will  have  to  be  introduced  at  an 
early  date.  The  position  is  that  it  is  now  becoming  a regular 
requirement  for  extra  vehicles  and  labour  to  be  employed  on  the 
service  and  the  vehicles  used,  being  open  wagons,  are  quite  un- 
suited to  the  requirements  of  refuse  collecting.  The  matter  is  to 
be  considered  by  the  appropriate  Committee  early  in  1957. 

The  second  point  concerns  the  continuing  criticism  of  the 
dust  nuisance  at  the  disposal  plant,  a matter  which  has  been  under 
consideration  by  the  appropriate  Committee  and  in  connection 
with  which  an  inspection  was  made  of  a dust  extraction  plant  in 
December.  Schemes  of  a similar  kind  are  to  be  considered  b}^  the 
Committee  and  the  Council  in  due  course. 

In  connection  with  salvage,  the  credit  squeeze  and  now  petrol 
rationing  have  had  a most  serious  effect  on  the  disposal  of  waste 
paper.  The  price  has  dropped  and  we  are  rationed  to  a quota 
which  can  be  accepted  each  month.  This  may  possibly  be  a 
passing  phase  but  it  obviously  will  affect  for  a time  the  revenue 
accruing  from  this  source. 

The  other  items  of  salvage  continue  to  be  maintained  at  about 
the  same  level,  but  the  time  is  arriving  when  we  shall  probably, 
for  economic  reasons,  have  to  consider  increasing  the  selling 
price  of  the  concentrated  pig  food. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 
The  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  during  the  year 


Nuisances  (including  inspections  of 

drainage, 

sewers,  sanitary  conveniences  and  dustbins) 

...  1316 

National  Assistance  Act 

• • • 

6 

Housing,  General 

... 

...  694 

Caravans  and  Camping  Grounds  ... 

• . • 

58 

Infectious  Disease  and  Food  Poisoning 

• • • 

184 

Factories  Act 

• • • 

325 

Outworkers  ... 

• • • 

16 

Food  Premises 

• • • 

748 

Unsound  Food 

... 

182 

Ice-cream  Premises  ... 

• • • 

66 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 

• • • 

121 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations 

• • . 

73 

Milk  Sampling  for  Biological  Examination 

19 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  (Sampling) 

• • • 

168 

Food  Vehicles 

• • • 

13 

Cinemas  and  Licensed  Premises 

70 

Slaughterhouse 

• • • 

...  629 

Offensive  Trades 

• • • 

12 

Public  Conveniences 

• • • 

88 

Verminous  Premises 

... 

6 

Smoke  Observations  and  Inspections 

• • • 

28 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

• • • 

2 

Shops  Act 

• • • 

57 

Water  Supply  and  Sampling 

• . . 

144 

Pest  Control  ... 

• • • 

38 

Merchandise  Marks  Act 

• • • 

66 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act 

3 

Explosives  Act 

• • • 

23 

Pet  Animals  Act 

• • • 

16 

Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act 

. • • 

. . . — 

Knackers  Yards 

... 

13 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  ... 

. . . 

. . . — 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924 

• • • 

1 

Miscellaneous 

. . . 

173 

5,358 
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NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS  FOUND 

Particulars  of  nuisances  and  other  contraventions  found  during 
the  year  for  which  the  requisite  Statutory  and  informal  notices 
were  served  : — 


Hereford  Corporation  Act,  1936 
Choked  Drains 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 
Public  Sewers  Stopped  Up 
Drainage  Defects  ... 

Defects  to  Sanitary  Conveniences 
Other  Nuisances  ... 

Lack  of  proper  Dustbins 
Housing  Defects  ... 

Excessive  Emission  of  Black  Smoke  or  Grit 
Burst  W ater  Pipes 

To  prevent  discharge  of  Fat  into  Drains 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Contraventions  of  Food  Hygiene  Regulations... 
Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc.)  Regulations 


1947 


Public  Health  Meat  Regulations,  1924  ... 


Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 
Contraventions  of  Regulations  ... 

Factories  Act,  1937 
Contraventions  of  Part  1 


36 


16 

20 

28 

8 

77 

73 

2 

3 

1 


293 

1 


17 


63 


Shops  Act,  1950 

Contraventions  of  Sec.  38  ...  ...  ...  7 

Failing  to  exhibit  proper  notices  or  to  comply 

with  closing  hours  ..  ...  ...  ...  7 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Disinfestation  of  Premises  of  Rats  ...  ...  3 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

During  the  year  the  public  convenience  for  men  in  Maylord 
Street  was  replanned  and  enlarged.  In  addition  an  ablution  unit 
with  coin-operated  lock  housing  two  wash-hand  basins  with  hot 
and  cold  water  and  soap  cream  and  paper  towel  dispensers  was 
provided. 

Although  some  malicious  damage  was  done  to  the  new 
structures  soon  after  reconstruction  the  users  are  now  treating 
them  properly  and  only  day  to  day  maintenance  is  needed  to  keep 
them  in  satisfactory  condition. 
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FACTORIES  ACT 

1. — Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(0 

( i ) Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

41 

25 

5 

( ii ) Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

237 

281 

25 

(Hi)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

9 

19 

4 

Total 

287 

325 

34 

— 

2. — Defects  Found. 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  Defects 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 

Prosecu- 

tions 

(6) 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

Temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of 

Floors  (S.6) 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 

32 

30 

— 

3 

— 

Not  Separate  for  Sexes 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

Total 

34 

32 

8 

3 

— 

3. — Outworks  Premises. 

Number  of  Premises 
Number  of  Visits 
Number  of  Notices 


12 

16 

Nil 
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SHOPS  ACT 
Sanitary  Provisions 


Defects  and  Nuisances  Found 

Insufficient  Ventilation  ...  ...  2 

Unreasonably  low  temperature  ...  2 

Defective  sanitary  conveniences  ...  3 

Insufficient  lighting 
Lack  of  washing  facilities 


Insufficient  sanitary  conveniences 

Lack  of  facilities  for  taking  meals  on  premises 


Remedied 


2 

•> 

Q 

.) 


Total  ...  7 7 


Other  Provisions 

Seven  notices  were  served  requiring  the  provision  of  the 
necessary  forms  and  notices  required  by  the  Shops  Act,  1950. 

In  all  57  inspections  were  made. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

Number  recorded  in  the  City — 

Fellmongers  2 

Gut  Scrapers  1 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Nuisances  found  ... 

Nuisances  abated 


THE  RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  City  either  registered  or  licensed 
for  the  manufacture,  use  or  storage  of  such  materials  within  the 
terms  of  the  Act. 


CAMPING  GROUNDS 
Caravan  Sites 

Caravan  sites  and  camping  grounds  are  governed  by  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  by  the  Hereford  Corporation  Act,  1936, 
by  the  Town  Planning  Act,  1947  and  by  Byelaws  made  under 
the  two  former  Acts. 
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The  Public  Health  Act  and  Byelaws  control  the  sanitary 
provisions,  water  supply  and  infectious  diseases.  The  Hereford 
Corporation  Act  and  Byelaws  define  camping  grounds  and  give 
power  to  license  such  sites  within  prescribed  areas  in  the  City, 
and  to  apply  conditions  of  licence  where  granted.  The  Town 
Planning  Act  deals  with  the  siting  of  caravans  and  general 
amenities. 

There  are  two  camping  grounds  licensed,  one  to  accommodate 
100  caravans  and  the  other  to  accommodate  12  caravans.  The 
Conditions  of  Licence  were  complied  with  in  each  case. 

In  addition  to  the  Camping  Grounds  15  Caravans  are  sited  in 
different  parts  of  the  City. 

Number  of  visits  and  inspections  ...  ...  ...  58 

Contraventions  of  Byelaws  ...  ...  ...  — 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

RODENT  CONTROL 


Type  of  Property 

Non-  Agric 

ultural 

(1) 

Local 

A uthority 

(2) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(3) 

All  other 
( including 
Business 
Premises 

(4) 

Total 
of  cols 
(1)  (2) 
& (3) 

(5) 

Agri- 

cultural 

(1)  Number  of  Properties  in 
Local  Authority’s  Dist. 

89 

10,288 

1,396 

11,773 

47 

(2)  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a result  of:- 
(a)  Notification 

24 

135 

60 

219 

2 

(. b ) Survey  under  the  Act 
(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.,  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

5 

3 

135 

143 

— 

— 

- — 

3 

3 

— 

(3)  Total  inspections  carried 
out  — including  re- 
inspections 

44 

138 

603 

785 

2 

(4)  Number  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Sect.  (2)) 
which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by  : — 

f Major 
(a)  Rats  <j 

f Minor 

1 

1 

22 

108 

181 

311 

2 

fMajor 

(b)  Mice<( 

f Minor 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

27 

17 

50 

— 

(5)  Number  of  infested  prop- 
erties (in  Sect.  (4)) 
treated  by  the  Local 
Authority 

29 

135 

195 

359 

2 

(6)  Total  treatments  carried 
out  — including  re- 
treatments 

33 

135 

568 

736 

2 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  1.31%  of  all  dwellings 
and  13.97%  of  all  business  and  industrial  premises  in  the  City 
were  treated  for  infestations  of  rats  or  mice.  Of  agricultural 
properties  (including  piggeries)  4.26%  were  found  to  be  infested. 
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In  addition  to  the  above  work  the  City  sewers  were  treated 
once  during  the  year.  Recordings  of  sewer  treatments  show  that 
the  infestations  are  very  small. 

PESTS  CONTROL 

In  addition  to  the  service  for  rats  and  mice  destruction  the 
Department  operates  a service  for  the  control  of  insect  pests. 
Advice  is  given  on  methods  to  eradicate  most  known  insects  found 
in  and  about  dwellings  and  other  premises.  Where  requested, 
destruction  of  such  pests  is  undertaken  by  the  Health  Department 
at  agreed  charges. 


HOUSING 

In  1956,  156  dwellings  were  completed  by  the  local  authority 
and  96  by  private  enterprise. 

Unfit  Dwellings 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ...  32 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Undertakings  not  to  relet  ...  ...  3 

Number  licensed  for  temporary  occupation  ...  12 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  for  habitation  ...  28 

Clearance  Areas 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  25,  Housing  Act, 
1936,  during  the  year. 

313  families  were  rehoused  by  the  Housing  Manager  during 
the  vear. 

J 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


MILK  SUPPLY 

Number  of  Dairy  Farms  in  the  City  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  Milk  Distributors  ...  ...  ...  56 

(a)  Resident  in  the  City  ...  ...  ...  36 

(b)  Non-Resident  in  the  City  ...  ...  20 

Special  Designations 

Number  of  Retailers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  30 

Number  of  Retailers  of  “Channel  Islands”  Milk  5 

Number  of  Pasteurising  Plants  operating  in  the 

City  3 

Number  of  Retailers  of  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  37 

Number  of  Retailers  of  T.T.  (Pasteurised)  Milk  30 

Number  of  Retailers  of  Sterilised  Milk  ...  ...  1 


Particulars  of  Designated  Milk  Sampling  and  Testing 

During  the  Year 


Class  of  Milk 

No.  of 
Samples 

T ested 

Appropriate  Tests 

No.  of  , 

Passed 

Samples 

Failed 

Pasteurised 

38 

Phosphatase 

Methylene  Blue 

38 

36 

2 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(Pasteurised) 

17 

Phosphatase 

Methylene  Blue 

17 

17 

Sterilised 

6 

Turbidity 

6 

All  cases  of  failure  to  pass  the  Phosphatase  or  Methylene 
Blue  tests  are  reported  to  the  Area  Milk  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of 
Food  in  accordance  with  a statutory  requirement. 


Biological  Examination  of  Milk 
Twenty  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Worcester,  for  biological  tests  for  the  presence  of 
Tubercle  Bacilli.  Nineteen  of  the  samples  were  reported  negative 
and  one  sample  positive. 

Particulars  of  the  positive  sample  were  reported  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  to  the  Animal  Health  Division  of 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  The  investi- 
gation carried  out  by  the  Animal  Health  Division  did  not  reveal 
any  tuberculosis  in  the  cattle  on  the  producer’s  farm,  but  it  was 
ascertained  that  two  milch  cows  in  poor  general  condition  had  been 
sold  soon  after  the  positive  sample  had  been  taken.  It  is  therefore 
assumed  that  they  were  the  source  of  the  tubercle  bacilli  obtained 
from  the  milk, 
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ICE  CREAM 

Supervision  and  Control  of  the  Manufacture  and  Sale 

of  Ice  Cream 

Hereford  Corporation  Act,  1936 

Number  of  persons  and  premises  registered  for 

the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  persons  and  premises  registered  for 

the  sale  of  ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  110 

Ninety-five  persons  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream 
obtained  their  supplies  from  7 manufacturers  outside  the  City, 
thus  only  fifteen  vendors  sold  ice-cream  manufactured  locally. 

Analysis  of  Results  of  Samples  taken  during  1956 
Bacteriological  Analysis 

34  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  County  Hospital.  These 
were  subjected  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test  and  graded 
accordingly. 

Samples  placed  in  Grades  1 and  2 are  deemed  satisfactory, 
those  in  Grades  3 and  4 unsatisfactory. 


TABLE  A 

Results  of  all  Samples  taken  in  the  City 


Type  of  Mix 

Provisional  Grade 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Heat  Treated 

24  (75%) 

7(21.875%) 

— 

1(3.125%) 

32 

Cold 

2 (100%) 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Total 

26(76.472%) 

7(20.587%) 

— 

1(2.941%) 

34 

33  (97.059%) 

1 (2.941%) 
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TABLE  B 

Analysis  of  Results  of  Samples  of  Ice  Cream  Manufactured 

within  the  City 


Type  of  Mix 

Provisional  Grade 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Heat  Treated 

17(80.952%) 

3(14.286%) 

— 

1(4.762%) 

21 

Cold 

2(100%) 

— ■ 

— 

— 

2 

Total 

19(82.608%) 

3(13.044%) 

— 

1(4.348%) 

23 

22  (95.652%) 

1 (4.348%) 

TABLE  C 

Analysis  of  Results  of  Samples  of  Ice  Cream  retailed  in  but 
Manufactured  outside  the  City 


Type  of  Mix 

Provisional 

Grade 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Heat  Treated 

7(63.636%) 

4(36.364%) 

— 

— 

11 

Cold 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

7(63.636%) 

4(36.364%) 

— 

— 

11 

100 

0/ 

/o 

TABLE  D 

Comparative  Results  of  all  Satisfactory  Samples  for  the  last 

Three  Years 


All 

Local 

External 

Year 

Samples 

Manufacturers 

Manufacturers 

1954  

94.83% 

95.83% 

94.1% 

1955  

100% 

100% 

100% 

1956  

97.059% 

95.652% 

100% 

From  the  tables  it  will  be  noted  that  only  one  sample  was 
placed  in  Grades  3 or  4.  This  is  an  indication  that  the  good 
bacteriological  standard  of  these  products  is  being  maintained. 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

To  further  the  cause  of  food  hygiene  generally  the  then 
Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  took  part  in  talks  and  Brains  Trust  sessions  arranged  by 
women’s  organisations.  In  this  work  they  were  assisted  by  Dr. 

D.  R.  Christie,  Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  and  Miss 

E.  O.  Roberts,  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer,  Herefordshire 
County  Council. 

An  explanatory  booklet  on  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
was  sent  to  450  food  traders  in  the  City. 

See  also  “ Health  Exhibition,”  page  26 

FOOD  PREMISES  IN  THE  CITY 
Preserved  Food  preparing  premises  registered 


under  Private  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Fish  Friers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Sugar  Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

Catering  Establishments  ...  ...  ...  ...  184 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Ice-Cream  Manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  8 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS— INSPECTION  AND  CONTROL 

There  are  no  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  City.  The 
Public  Abattoir  is  now  used  jointly  by  the  Fatstock  Marketing 
Corporation  and  the  local  butchers.  The  provisions  of  the 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933-54,  are  strictly  enforced. 

Food  Transport 

The  transport  of  food  is  controlled  by  the  City  Bye-laws  and 
the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955.  Constant  supervision  of 
vehicles  was  maintained. 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  of  carcases  inspected, 
together  with  particulars  of  carcases  and  parts  thereof  condemned 
for  Tuberculosis  and  other  conditions  at  the  City  Abattoir,  Stone- 
bow Road. 
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■# 


Beeeves 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  ... 

4,483 

821 

16,908 

8,982 

Number  Inspected 

4,484 

821 

16,915 

8,986 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis — - 
Whole  Carcases  condemned 

7 

13 

30 

29 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1,622 

8 

368 

290 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis 

36.33 

2.56 

2.35 

3.55 

Tuberculosis  only — - 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

— 

- — 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

33 

— 

— 

121 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis 

.83 

— 

— 

1.50 

The  total  number  of  carcases  examined  during  the  year  was 
31,206.  This  is  an  increase  of  343  on  the  1955  figure. 

Emergency  Slaughter  of  Animals 

Included  in  the  above  numbers  of  animals  inspected  are 
those  of  animals  sent  in  for  emergency  slaughter  : — 

Beeves  Calves  Sheep  Pigs  Total 

23  14  73  62  172 

Comparative  figures  of  animals  from  this  source  examined 
in  1955  show  a decrease  of  45. 


Weight  of  Diseased  and  Unsound  Meat  and  Offal  Con- 
demned : 

Tons  cwts . Qrs.  lbs. 

Home-killed — Meat  ...  ...  ...  6 10  — 15 

Offal  7 3 2 26| 

Imported  Meat  ...  ...  ...  — 


Total 


...  13 


13 


3 


13  J 
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The  whole  of  this  meat  was  either  destroyed  at  the  refuse 
destructor  or  processed  for  animal  feeding  stuffs. 

Tuberculosis  Order,  1938 

No  animals  were  notified  under  this  order  during  the  year. 

Notification  of  Tuberculosis  in  Calves 

No  calves  slaughtered  at  the  City  Abattoir  were  found  to  be 
affected  with  Tuberculosis. 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

Routine  examination  of  all  beeves  was  carried  out  and  in  7 
cases  cysts  were  found.  All  affected  carcases  and  offal  were  sent 
for  refrigeration  at  a temperature  below  20°F.  for  21  days  in 
accordance  with  Ministry  of  Food  Memo.  3/Meat. 


OTHER  FOODS  INSPECTED  AND  SURRENDERED 


Tons  cwts. 

qrs 

lbs. 

Tons  cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

Canned  Meat 

17 

2 

15f 

Liquid  Egg  ... 

. . . 

1 

0 

Canned  Fish 

1 

1 

2f 

Jams  and  Syrups 

1 

8 

Canned  Milk 

1 

1 

5|- 

Baby  Foods 

4* 

Canned  Fruit  ...  3 

19 

0 

27£ 

Pickles  and  Sauces 

1 

5 

Canned  Vegetables 

1 

1 

24 

Cheese  Spread 

9* 

Canned  Soup 

23|- 

Dried  Milk  ... 

1 

0 

0 

Meat  Products 

5 

I 

0 

Fish  Cakes  ... 

4 

Wet  Fish 

1 

0 

26f 

Fresh  Vegetables 

2 

2 

20 

Shell  Fish  ... 

15f 

Frozen  Eggs 

1 

0 

Dried  Fruit 

1 

1 

3 

Cheese 

1 

9 

Flour  Confectionery 

2 

m 

Margarine 

3 

Flour 

6 

Bacon 

1 

1 

19f 

Fresh  Fruit 

3 

4 

Butter 

5 

Coffee 

3* 

Sugar... 

1 

4 

Cereals 

4* 

Tea  ... 

1 

Fruit  Pulp 

Spaghetti  ... 

5 

0 

Q 1 

1 

Ground  Almonds 

l 

a 

Canned  Poultry 

Sugar  Confectionery 

1 

10* 

10 

Total  . 

..  6 

2 

2 

8 2 

Beverages 

2 

Fruit  Drinks 

150 

fluid 

ounces 

Cured  Fish  ... 

1 

0 
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ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSES  OF  CONDEMNATION  OF  CARCASES 


Beeves 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Actinomycosis  (Generalised) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Arthritis  (Septic) 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Cancers  (Multiple) 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Contamination  by  Drugs 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Decomposition 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Emaciation 

— 

3 

2 

— 

5 

Erysipelas  (Acute) 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Gangrene  ... 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Imperfect  Bleeding 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Immaturity 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Injury 

3 

1 

5 

7 

16 

Jaundice  ... 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Nephritis  (Acute) 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Mastitis  (Acute  Septic)  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Oedema  with  Emaciation 

— 

— 

4 

1 

5 

Oedema  (Generalised) 

1 

3 

2 

1 

7 

Peritonitis  (Acute  Septic) 

— 

2 

3 

5 

10 

Pleurisy  (Acute  Septic)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Pneumonia  (Acute  Septic) 

— 

1 

2 

2 

5 

Pyaema 

— 

1 

— 

3 

4 

Pyrexia 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

Tuberculosis  (Generalised) 

4 

— 

— 

4 

8 

Septicaemia  

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

11 

13 

30 

33 

87 

Record  of  Inspections 

Meat  Inspections  at  Abattoir  ...  ...  ...  629 

Inspections  of  other  Food  ...  ...  ...  ...  182 

Inspections  of  Food  Preparation  Premises,  etc., 

including  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  748 

Inspections  of  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  121 


Registration  of  Wholesale  Dealers  in  Margarine 

No.  in  the  register  ...  ...  10 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

SAMPLING  OFFICER'S  REPORT,  1956 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  nature  of  the 
articles  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  during  the  year,  and  the 
results  of  the  analysis  : — 


Article 

No. 

Submitted 

No. 

Genuine 

N 

CJnsati 

0. 

sfactory 

Formal 

Inf. 

Formal 

Inf. 

Formal 

Inf. 

Milk  

40 

9 

27 



13 



Soup  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Baby  Food 

1 

— - 

1 

— 

- — • 

— 

Patent  Medicines 

— 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

Glucose  Sweets 

— 

4 

— 

4 

— 



Blackcurrant  Jam 

5 

— 

5 

— 

— 



Tripe  ... 

1 

— - 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

Honey 

■ — 

5 

— 

5 

— 

% 

Medicinal  Substances 

2 

15 

1 

12 

1 

3 

Flour  ... 

- — 

5 

— 

3 

— - 

2 

50 

33 

35 

28 

15 

5 

83 

i 

3 
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NOTES  ON  THE  UNSATISFACTORY  SAMPLES 

No.  of 


Sample 

A rticle 

Analyst’s  Report 

Action  taken 

3 

Milk 

Contained  at  least  5%  of" 
added  water 

"Appeal  to  Cow”  samples 
^Nos.  5 & 6 were  Genuine. 

4 

Milk 

Contained  a4-  least  6%  of 
added  water.  ^ 

"Vendor  summoned  and 
fined  £20 

7 

Cream  of  Chic- 
ken Soup 

Contained  less  than  one- 
half  of  amount  of  total 
fat  which  should  be 
present 

Warning  to  Vendor 

21 

Milk 

Deficient  of  5%  Fat 

Milk  soured  in  post. 
Repeat  sample  No.  28 

27 

Milk 

Deficient  of  3%  Fat 

"Appeal  to  Cow”  samples 
32,  33,  34.  Fat  contents 
—2.65%,  2.5%,  2.5% 
respectively 

28 

Milk 

Deficient  of  6%  Fat 

"Appeal  to  Cow”  sample 
29 — -Fat  content  2.5% 

36 

Milk 

Contained  4%  of  added 
water 

Whilst  deficiency  under 
investigation  vendor 

went  out  of  business 
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No.  of 

Sample  A rticle 

48  Ammoniated 
Tincture  of 
Valerian 


73  Flour 


74  Flour 


81  Spirit  of  Soap 


Analyst’s  Report 

Deficient  of  33%  Am- 
monia 


Excess  of  15.70%  Cal- 
cium Carbonate 

Excess  of  24.41%  Cal- 
cium Carbonate 

Deficient  of  7.6%  Fatty 
Acids  and  6.4%  Ethyl 
Alcohol 


Action  taken 

Formal  sample  No.  64 
deficient  of  at  least 
30%  Ammonia — War- 
ning to  Vendor 

Formal  sample  No.  7/57 


Formal  sample  No.  6/57 


Formal  sample  No.  10/57 


84  Codeine  Tablets  Excess  of  9.5  Acetylsal  Formal  Sample  No.  9/57 

icylic  Acid  and  de- 
ficient of  16%  Phena- 
cetin  & 34.4%  Codeine 
Phosphate 


HEALTH  EXHIBITION 

During  the  fortnight  5th- 1 2th  November,  1956,  an  Exhibition 
depicting  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  was  held  at 
the  Odeon  Theatre,  Hereford. 

Features  of  the  exhibition  were  Pests  Control  ; Milk 
Production,  Processing,  and  Distribution  ; Meat  Inspection  ; 
Bacteriology  as  applied  to  the  examination  of  food  and  water  to 
ensure  its  safety  for  human  consumption  ; Cleaner  Air  ; Factories, 
Health  and  Safety  ; and  Water  and  Sewage  Schemes. 

The  Exhibition  was  opened  by  Councillor  Mrs.  Janet  Ainslie, 
J.P.,  Deputy  Mayor  and  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee, 
attended  by  members  of  the  City  Council. 

In  connection  with  the  Exhibition  special  tribute  must  be 
paid  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  for  help  in 
planning  the  layout  and  erecting  the  display  units  and  for  assis- 
tance in  the  advertising  of  the  show  ; and  to  the  Manager  of  the 
Odeon  Theatre  for  his  generosity  in  providing  the  hall,  for  his 
excellent  co-operation,  and  for  the  hospitality  at  the  opening  of 
the  Exhibition. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 


AND  OTHER 

DISEASES 

Pathological  Examinations 

Positive 

Negative 

Total 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Swabs  : 

Diphtheria  Bacilli  (K.L.B.) 

— 

9 

9 

Haemolytic  Streptococci... 

5 

10 

15 

Staphylococcus  Aureus  ... 

— 

- — - 

— 

Vincent's  Angina  ... 

— 

9 

9 

Staph.  Pyogenes  ... 

*> 

O 

6 

9 

Faeces  : 

For  Dysentery  Organisms 

and  Diarrhoea  ... 

49 

168 

217 

For  Food  Poisoning  Organ- 

isms  ...  ...  ... 

11 

12 

28 

For  Salmonella  Paratyphi 

g 

4 

— - 

4 

Disinfection 

The  following  are  particulars  of  disinfection 

of  rooms  and 

bedding  after  infectious  or  other  diseases 

__  • 

Rooms 

Bedding 

Tuberculosis 

• • • 

2 

— 

Cancer 

• • • 

2 

2 

Miscellaneous 

• • • 

A 

2 

± 

Library  books  have  been  disinfected 

and  returned  for  cir- 

culation. 

When  necessary,  disinfectant 

was  supplied. 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious 

disease 

in  the  six  wards  of  the  City. 

St. 

St. 

Bartonsham  Central 

Holmer  Martin’s 

Nicholas 

Tupsley 

Measles  ...  ...  49  72 

98 

118 

35 

41 

Whooping  Cough  ...  8 11 

7 

28 

10 

6 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  1 2 

2 

2 

— 

4 

Pneumonia...  ...  2 3 

— 

1 

2 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia...  — — 

1 

2 

— 

1 

Erysipelas  ...  — — 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Meningococcal 

Infection  ...  — — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Dysentery  ...  ...  — — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  ...  1 — 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

Encephalitis 

(Infective)  ...  — - - — 

1 

— 

— • 

— 
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Hereford  City,  1956 

Confirmed  Cases  of  Acute  Infectious  Disease  according  to  Quarter 


Disease 

1 st  quarter 

2nd  quarter 

3 rd  quarter 

4 th  quarter 

Year 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

3 

3 

4 

11 

Whooping  Cough 

27 

20 

22 

1 

70 

Measles 

67 

303 

42 

1 

413 

Dysentery 

— 

1 

— - 

— 

1 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 

7 

1 

— 

1 

9 

Erysipelas 

— - 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— • 

1 

^ — 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis 
(Infective) 

_ 

_ 



1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

All  Diseases 

104 

331 

69 

9 

513 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946,  Section  26 

Immunisation  and  vaccination  are  a County  Council  re- 
sponsibility and  the  following  figures  have  been  kindly  supplied 
by  the  County  Medical  Officer.  They  are  of  interest  to  us  in  view 
of  their  influence  on  the  reduction  of  these  diseases  within  the 
City.  The  children  treated  are  ordinarily  resident  in  Hereford. 

(1)  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Number  of  children  resident  in  Hereford  City  who  received  a 
primary  course  of  immunisation  in  the  12  months  ended  31st 
December,  1956,  and  those  who  received  a secondary  or  rein- 
forcing injection  : 

Age  at  date  of  final  injection 


Under  10- 

1 1 2 3 4 5-9  14  Total 


(a)  Primary  immunisation  20 1 121  15  8 15  88  6 454 

(b)  Reinforcing  injection  — — — 7 471  124  602 


(2)  Pertussis  Immunisation  (Whooping  Cough). 

Number  of  children  resident  in  Hereford  City  who  received  a 
primary  course  of  immunisation  in  the  12  months  ended  31st 
December,  1956  (Scheme  restricted  to  children  under  5 years  of 
age) 

Age  at  date  of  final  injection 

Under 

1 1 2 3 4 Total 


11 


195 


108 


9 


9 


332 


(3)  Vaccination  Against  Smallpox. 

Number  of  persons  vaccinated  against  smallpox  in  the  12 
months  ended  3 1st  December,  1956  : 

Age  at  date  of  vaccination 
Under  2-  5-  15  and 

1 1 4 14  over  Total 

Primary  Vaccination  ...  201  8 11  13  28  261 

Re- vaccination  ...  ...  — — 2 20  57  79 

(4)  Vaccination  Against  Poliomyelitis. 

Number  of  children  vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis  during 
the  year  1956  : — - 

Ages 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Total 


Bovs  12  19  14  10  4 10  21  15  105 

Girls  13  15  9 14  4 17  19  21  112 


Total  ...  217 

Tuberculosis 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  (relating 
to  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  employed  in 
the  Milk  Trade),  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936  (relating  to  the  compulsory  removal  to  Hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis). 


Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1950 


Age  Period 

Nt 

iw 

Dea 

ths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

N 

Resp 

on- 

iratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F 

Under  1 year  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 5 years 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5—15  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

15—25  years 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

35 — 45  years 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45 — 55  years 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

55 — 65  years 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Age  unknown  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . . 

3 

6 

4 

2 

4 

— 

1 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Section  47 

No  action  required  to  be  taken  under  this  section  during  the 
year. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (All  Ages) 


Cause 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

■ — ■ 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other 

1 

— 

1 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

— 

l 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

1 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus  ... 

16 

2 

18 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

• — 

8 

8 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

3 

3 

neoplasms 

14 

17 

31 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

1 

3 

Diabetes... 

1 

1 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

21 

36 

57 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

32 

26 

58 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

7 

4 

11 

Other  heart  disease 

21 

32 

53 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

15 

18 

Pneumonia 

9 

16 

25 

Bronchitis 

16 

8 

24 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . . 

2 

— 

9 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

5 

2 

7 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

6 

— 

6 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

3 

5 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. . . 

22 

11 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

All  other  accidents 

2 

3 

5 

Suicide  ... 

2 

2 

4 

191 

193 

384 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  1956 
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